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movement was east-west, and the sense of movement, given by the folds in the
secondary mylonitic rocks and the deformed quartz veins in the Moines east of
Knockan Crag, is such that the overlying rocks moved to the west. The form of
the folds (B, and B,) in the phyllonites above the Ben More thrust reflects pri-
marily the movements on the underlying thrusts and reverse faults, but this may
have been combined with some translation from east to west on surfaces parallel
to the Moine thrust.

THE ZoNE oF DISLOCATION*
INTRODUCTION

In addition to the major thrusts that outerop in the zone of dislocation—the sole,
the Glencoul thrust, the Ben More thrust, and the Assynt thrust—there are a
large number of minor thrusts and faults of variable orientation. A prominent
system of steep reverse faults with east-southeast strike cuts the syenites of the
Loch Ailsh mass. The faults are well exposed on the eastern slopes of the Black
Rock and Sail an Ruathair, where they are seen to dip between 50° and 70°
toward the north. Portions of the faults are shown on the l-inch Assynt map
(1923), but no mention is made of the nature and the orientation of the faults
in the memoir (Peach et al., 1907). There is a considerable degree of cataclasis
along the fault surfaces, and associated with the most northerly of the faults,
which is exposed on Sail an Ruathair, there is a well-defined shatter zone ap-
proximately 4 feet thick.

The most important group of minor faults in the area is the parallel system
of steep reverse faults with northerly strike, which transacts the whole zone of
dislocation; some of the faults are almost vertical, but more commonly they dip
toward the east at steep angles. Some of the faults are shown on the 1-inch
Assynt map (1923), chiefly in the Lewisian gneiss, and a larger number appear
in Peach’s sections across the area. The faults are well seen in the steepest parts
of the mountains, where the rocks are well exposed, as on the south face of Ben
Uidhe and in the sides of Coire a’ Mhadaidh, north of Ben More. On the flat tops
of the mountains and in the lower parts of the valleys and the corries, however,
the structures are frequently obscured by the deep covering of scree and peat;
it is probable, in my opinion, that these eastward-dipping faults are more per-
sistent than their distribution on the maps would suggest.

NOMENCLATURE OF THRUSTS AND NAPPES

The classical (Survey) interpretation of the structures between the Moine thrust
and the sole, and subsequent modifications of this interpretation by Bailey and
Sabine, have been outlined in my historical review. It is necessary now to discuss
the relative significance of the thrusts and the nature of the struetural units in
the zone of dislocation before the folds and other structures in the zone can be
deseribed.

The Glencoul thrust is well exposed at the classie locality on the south shore
of Loch Glencoul (pl. 6, a). It is here represented by a sharply defined, planar

* The term “zone of dislocation” refers to the zone between the Moine thrust and the lowest

thrust, the sole (cf. Peach et al., 1907), and must not be confused with the “zone of dislocation
metamorphism” of Read (1934).




